GEORGE THE THIRD
The Peace brought popularity in its train for the Addington
Administration. Any one with money in his pocket was over-
joyed when * the Doctor' in the Commons announced that it
was the Government's intention to dispense with the hated
e war tax *—Pitt's financial innovation whereby a man's income
was taxed. Even the Opposition, now that the peace for which
they had clamoured so long and so loudly was made, found litde
to complain about/ But the confidence was short-lived. To-
wards the end of the year it became more and more apparent
that Napoleon was out for mischief; and as the war clouds
loomed again into the European skies men began to talk about
the need of the inspiring leadership of Pitt.
Pitt was in a quandary: he had pledged himself to support
the Government. The King's words, uttered about the time that
the change of Ministry took place, rang in his ears:
If we three do but keep together, all will go well.
If there was to be a change of Government, then the first move
must be made by the King or Addington. The young George
Canning, who was on the threshold of a brilliant political career,
urged Pitt that it was his duty to come forward and take charge
of the country's affairs. Was not Pitt aware of the hopeless
way in which * the Doctor' was muddling through ? Was it
necessary for his followers to tell him that the country needed
him? Was not his place at the helm? Pitt's reply to Canning's
arguments are characteristic of the man:
I do not deny it, I will not affect a childish modesty. But recollect
what I have just said. I stand pledged. I make no scruple of owning
that I am ambitious; but my ambition is character, not office. I
may have engaged myself inconsiderately; but I am irrevocably
engaged.
Canning had an idea of presenting Addington with a memorial
in which ' the Doctor' was to be told how little confidence the
country had in his Government; but Pitt heard of the project,
and forbade his ardent young followers to proceed further
with it.
Nevertheless in the opening weeks of 1803 Addington and Pitt
discussed the political situation. Difficulties were at once en-
countered. Addington was undoubtedly sincerely anxious that
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